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Iowa State University – Human Sciences Extension and Outreach and the College of Human Sciences 
Engaged Scholarship Funding Program 

 
Engaged Scholarship Projects – Request for Submissions 

 
The intent of the Engaged Scholarship Funding Program is to assist College of Human Sciences and Human Sciences 
Extension and Outreach faculty and staff procure funding for engaged scholarship projects that translate research into 
practice and involve and benefit individuals or families in Iowa. Faculty and staff develop and lead projects in Iowa 
counties, thus including Iowa’s people in projects that involve collaboration with researchers and scholars at Iowa State 
University. It is expected that applicants will have specific counties targeted within the submission or will explicitly 
indicate no preference in terms of geographic area within the state. 
 
Awards are funded to a maximum of $30,000, but smaller awards are also highly encouraged (minimum of $1500). The 
total amount of funding available for all Engaged Scholarship submissions is guaranteed at a minimum level of $10,000 
per year. As there are 99 counties in Iowa with 100 Extension districts, and proposals are reviewed by the County 
Extension Councils in each county, there is no specified overall amount awarded per year above the minimum of 
$10,000, nor is there a specified overall maximum to be awarded. It is important to note that funding priorities and 
resources will differ and are dependent upon the needs and size of the county. It is possible for several counties with 
similar needs and interests to choose to come together to fund a proposal. It is possible for partial funding of proposals 
to be considered. Funding limitations are based upon needs, interests, priorities, and resources available in each of 
Iowa’s 99 counties and 100 Extension districts.  
 
The project timeline may not exceed one year (July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018) although a one-time, no-cost extension may 
be granted upon request for up to one year. Submission specifics and requirements are outlined below. 
 
Process Timeline 
Proposals will be reviewed and funding decisions made according to the following timeline: 

 December 2, 2016: Written submissions due to the Engaged Scholarship Funding Program committee chair, Dr. 
Deb Sellers (dsellers@iastate.edu). Video interviews (see below) with Principal Investigators must be scheduled 
by close of business on this day. 

 December 5-16, 2016: Video interviews conducted with Principal Investigators. 
 January 6, 2017: Initial review of submissions completed by the Engaged Scholarship Funding Program 

committee. 
 January 8-June 2, 2017: Review of submissions by County Extension Councils. 
 June 16, 2017: Announcement of awards. 
 Funds available on July 1, 2017 and must be spent by June 30, 2018. 

 
Eligibility 
The Principal Investigator must be full-time faculty or staff in the College of Human Sciences or Human Sciences 
Extension and Outreach and eligible to lead external funding proposals. Principal Investigators are encouraged to 
contact Dr. Debra Sellers to discuss aspects of their submission, to have questions answered, or for assistance with 
initiating contacts with counties.  
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Submission Requirements (5 total written pages, 1 email statement, and 1 video interview)  
Written Pages: single-spaced; 12 point font; footer with project title on each page; and organized per outline below: 

1. A cover page (1 page): 
a. Project title. 
b. County or counties targeted or an explicit statement of no geographic preference with a rationale (100-

200 words). 
c. Total amount of funding requested (maximum $30,000; minimum $1500).  
d. Description of the project in terms suitable for distribution to a lay audience.  
e. Names, affiliations, and contact information of the Principal Investigator, co- Principal Investigators, and 

team members. 
f. Date of scheduled video interview (see below). 

2. A narrative (2 pages): 
a. Problem or opportunity and question to be addressed. Describe the problem or opportunity to be 

addressed and its importance, including specific research questions (½ page). 
b. Methodology. Outline the methodology to be employed (½ page). The proposed engaged scholarship 

project must meet relevant ethical standards and the Principal Investigator must secure Institutional 
Review Board approvals prior to implementation and appropriate to the nature of the project. 

c.     Application. Describe how the project implements engaged scholarship, the expected results, and how 
the project will directly benefit individuals or families within the identified counties (1 page). 

3. A scope of work (1 page): 
a. A plan of work with specific activities and responsible team members outlined, and projected timeline. 

4. A budget and justification (1 page): 
If support for summer salary is requested, the reason why a summer appointment is appropriate must be clear. 
All expenditures are to be justified, noting why they are necessary to accomplish proposed tasks. Personnel 
expenditures can only support faculty, staff, or students of Iowa State University. Note if and where 
departments or units provide additional funding in support of the project. The College of Human Sciences 
Sponsored Programs Coordinator, Sarah Carlson (scarlson@iastate.edu) can provide guidance on budget 
development. The budget should include these categories in the following order: 

a. Salary. Salary of Iowa State University employees must be reflected as a percentage of effort and may 
include faculty, staff, or student research assistants. 

b. Benefits. Use the Iowa State University benefit rates listed on the Office of Sponsored Projects 
Administration website. 

c. Travel. Travel directly related to the proposed project will be allowed. Use Iowa State University rates to 
calculate the proposed expenditures. 

d. Materials and Supplies. Equipment and materials purchased may be used by cross-college and/or cross-
Human Sciences Extension and Outreach collaborators. Equipment purchased by this program remains 
the property of the university under the control of the department of the Principal Investigator unless 
control by another department or unit is approved. 

e. Other. This might include graduate student tuition if graduate students are included and expenditures 
for consultants, if such expertise is not available at Iowa State University, as well as other expenses not 
covered in the above categories. 
 

Email Statement: 
1. An email from the Principal Investigator’s supervisor, and, if different, Department Chair or School Director 

indicating support of the proposal. The email should be sent to dsellers@iastate.edu no later than the close of 
business day on December 2, 2016. 
 
 
 

Video Interview: 

mailto:dsellers@iastate.edu


1. Principal Investigators are required to complete a 5-minute, taped video interview with the Iowa State 
University Extension and Outreach Communications staff to facilitate the funding process by including various 
methods of sharing the proposed projects with County Extension Council members. These videos are unedited, 
and are considered a component of the overall submission process. 

2. Principal Investigators are expected to have their interviews scheduled by the close of business day on 
December 2, 2016. Interviews may be scheduled by contacting Cindy Gannon at (515) 294-0498 or 
cgannon@iastate.edu. 

3. The interviews will be conducted during December 5th-16th, 2016, in the studio located in the 4-H Extension 
Building on campus. 

4. Principal Investigators will outline their proposed project by answering the following questions: 
a.  What is your name and position? 
b.  What is the title of your project? 
c.  Where would you like the project to take place (in which counties) and why? 
d.  What is the purpose of the project? 
e.  Why is this project important? 
f.  How will you implement this project in the county or counties? 
g. What is the direct impact of your project on individuals or families in the identified counties? 

 
Submission Requirements 
Written submissions must be combined into one document (in order as outlined above) and submitted via e-mail (in 
Word format) to Dr. Deb Sellers at dsellers@iastate.edu with Engaged Scholarship Funding Proposal in the subject line. 
Iowa State University Extension and Outreach communications staff will inform Dr. Sellers of all completed interviews. 
 
Review of Submissions 
The Engaged Scholarship Funding Program committee consists of the Director of Human Sciences Extension and 
Outreach, the Assistant Vice President for County Services for Iowa State University Extension and Outreach, the 
Executive Director of the Iowa Association of County Extension Councils, and the Dean of the College of Human Sciences. 
The committee members review all submissions to ensure they meet minimal requirements as outlined. Submissions 
meeting minimal requirements, as well as the video interviews, are shared with Regional Directors, Human Sciences 
Extension and Outreach field staff, and County Extension Council members for county-level review and potential 
funding. In addition, submissions may be selected for an award by Engaged Scholarship Funding Program committee 
members via the Human Sciences Extension and Outreach Foundation or other available streams of funding. 
 
Reporting Requirements 
Principal Investigators receiving an Engaged Scholarship Award are expected to: 

1. Respond to requests for interviews related to the project by internal or external media. The project sponsored 
by this funding may be publicized by Human Sciences Extension and Outreach, the College of Human Sciences, 
or the County Extension Council/s that fund the proposal through its web pages, news releases, social media, or 
other means.  

2. Respond to requests for verbal or written reports by either Human Sciences Extension and Outreach, the College 
of Human Sciences, or the County Extension Council/s that fund the proposal. 

3. Report to Dr. Sellers the submission of grant proposals based upon this funding. 
4. Submit to Dr. Sellers any academic or community publications, papers, or conference presentations emerging 

from this project. All products should acknowledge the support of Iowa State University Extension and Outreach. 
5. Submit an electronic report of the results from the funded project (6 pages maximum) to Dr. Sellers within 90 

days of the completion of the project.  

… and justice for all 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 

disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, 

reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 

USDA's TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 

Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 800-795-3272 (voice) or 202-720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 

and employer. 
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